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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 4538 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, JA 

SUBJECT: ROK/JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT RATIFICATION 
REF: TOKYO 7896 (DTG 270906Z MAY 77) 

SUMMARY: ROK WELCOMES PROSPECTIVE AUTOMATIC DIET RATIFICATION 
OF CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT, ALTHOUGH ROKG AND PRESS ALREADY 
FOCUSSING ON COMPLICATIONS WHICH COULD BE CAUSED BY 
NECESSARY ADDITIONAL JAPANESE LEGISLATION. OVER-ALL IMPACT, 
HOWEVER, LIKELY TO BE BENEFICIAL, AND WELL-INFORMED ROK 
OBSERVERS SEE GOJ ACTION AS INDICATING FUTURE CLOSE 
ROK JAPAN COOPERATION. END SUMMARY 

1 . EXTENSION OF JAPANESE DIET, VOTED MAY 28, WHICH 
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ASSURES AUTOMATIC PASSAGE OF DIET RATIFICATION OF 
ROK/JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT, WAS REPORTED 
PROMINENTLY ON FRON PAGE OF ROK PRESS MAY 28 THROUGH 
MAY 31. KOREANS ARE CURRENTLY PREOCCUPIED WITH ISSUE OF 
US TROOP WITHDRAWAL AND ROK SECURITY AND REACTION TO 
SHELF AGREEMENT RATIFICATION HAS BEEN OVERSHADOWED BY 
THESE ISSUES. NONETHELESS, THE THREE MAJOR POLITICAL 
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PARTIES HAVE ISSUED STATEMENTS WELCOMING JAPANESE ACTION AND 

CHARACTERIZING IT AS "COURAGEOUS AND 

SINCERE". NORHEAST ASIA DIVISION I DIRECTOR PAK YUN, 

CHARACTERIZED IT AS SIGNIFICANT PRIMARILY BECAUSE IT WOULD 
PREVENT AN OTHERWISE ANTICIPATED DETERIORATION IN ROK/JAPAN 
RELATIONS. HE SAID THE SUCCESSFUL PASSAGE OF THE LEGISLATION 
WAS PARTICULARLY WELCOME BECAUSE THE ROKG HAD BELIEVED THAT 
THIS WOULD BE THE LAST REALISTIC OPPORTUNITY THE JAPANESE 
WOULD HAVE FOR RATIFYING THE AGREEMENT. 

2. PRESS AND PUBLIC ATTENTION IS NOW TURNING TO LEGISLATION 
WHICH MUST BE PASSED BY DIET IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT JAPANESE 
PARTICIPATION IN CONTINENTAL SHELF DEVELOPMENT, SINCE 
JAPANESE MAY BE RELUCTANT TO EXCHANGE INSTRUMENTS OF 
RATIFICATION IN ABSENCE OF THIS LEGISLATION. ACCORDING 

TO JAPANESE EMBASSY POLCOUNS MABUCHI, MOFA HAS ALREADY BEGU 
TO URGE JAPANESE TO PASS LEGISLATION IN TIME TO PERMIT 
RATIFICATION TO BE REPORTED TO ROK NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DURING TWO 
WEEK EXTRA-ORDINARY SESSION TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
JUNE 20 TO DISCUSS US TROOP WITHDRAWAL AND ROK- JAPAN 
CONTINENTAL SHEFL. MABUCHI NOTED THAT KOREANS ARE NOT 
GIVEN TO EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR JAPANESE EFFORTS TO 
IMPROVE THE RELATIONSHIP AND THAT THE BEST JAPANESE CAN 
HOPE FOR IS THAT ROK- JAPAN RELATIONSHIP WILL BE IGNORED 
BY THE PRESS, SINCE ONLY GOOD NEWS IS NO NEWS BETWEEN 
ROK AND JAPAN. 

3. ROK- JAPAN COORDINATING COMMITTEE SECGEN KIM CHU-JU 

(DRP NATPEONAL ASSEMBLYMAN) TOLD EMBOFF MAY 31 THAT ALTHOUGH 
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PRESS WAS NOW FOCUSSING ATTENTION ON ENABLING LEGISLATION, 
FUKUDO GOVERNMENT HAD CLEARED MOST IMPORTANT HURDLE AND 
MITI WAS ALREADY AT WORK ON NECESSARY LEGISLATION WHICH 
JAPANESE POLITICAL LEADERS HAD TOLD HIM WOULD BE PASSED 
AND WHICH THEY APPARENTLY CONSIDERED PRO-FORMA. KIM WAS 
UNCONCERNED AT WHAT HE REGARDED AS MINOR OBSTACLE AND CALLED 
EMBOFF'S ATTENTION TO POSSIBLE LONG-RANGE SECURITY 
IMPLICATIONS IF OIL DISCOVERED IN AGREEMENT AREA. HE 
SAID PROSPECT OF LONG-RANGE ROK- JAPAN COOPERATION, WITH POSSIBLE 
SECURITY IMPLICATIONS, LAY AT ROOT OF PRC OBJECTIONS TO 
AGREEMENT, AND WAS PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT LOGN-RANGE POTENTIAL 
BENEFIT OF AGREEMENT. 

4. COMMENT: ROK IS ALREADY BEGINNING TO DEVELOP CUSTOMARY 
EMULLIENCE WHICH OCCURS HERE AT ANY PROSPECTIVE GOOD FORTUNE- 
IN THIS CASE POSSIBLE OIL DISCOVERY. MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT 

OF DIET ACTION, HOWEVER, IS AVOIDANCE OF WORSENING ROK-JAPAN 
RELATIONSHIP AND COOPERATIVE THEME IT SIGNALS FOR ROK-JAPAN 
RELATIONS DURING FUKUDA ADMINISTRATION. 
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